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From the Manse

Over the last months I’ve been enjoying getting out and about 
on my bike whenever I can. However, as I’ve been pedalling 
along (at a fairly modest pace it must be said!) the chain has 
been picking up bits of dirt making it more and more difficult 
to keep on the move. What a relief to get the chain cleaned 
up last week and to stop feeling every journey was uphill!

As we go about our day to day lives, it’s very easy to pick up 
habits that hold us back from following Jesus. Sometimes, 
these things take hold of us almost without our noticing. Over 
time, however, they slow up our spiritual progress.

In the letter to the Hebrews, we’re told to “throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” so that we 
can “run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us” (Hebrews 12:1). 

As we celebrate St Columba’s 50th Anniversary this autumn, 
what better time to examine whether there’s anything holding 
us back from following Jesus?  If there is, and we’re prepared 
to ditch it, we’ll find it a whole lot easier to run the race God 
has marked out for us.

May I run the race before me,

Strong and brave to face the foe,

Looking only unto Jesus

As I onward go.

Your minister and friend,

Philip

  St. Columba's
Congregational
      Magazine

Autumn   2021



In the light of increasing poverty, why not just redistribute the wealth? 
Where do our economic imperatives come from?
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                          FLOWER ROTA
We are grateful to those who donate flowers to beautify the 
Church Sunday by Sunday and to those who give of their time 
to deliver them to people in the Congregation who we would 
wish to assure of our prayers and support.  
Thank you all for your part in this two-fold Ministry.

Delivery Rota for the next Four Months

DONATION                    DELIVERY

September
      1 Mrs R Innes Irene Armstrong 12
      8 Mrs C Grant Janet Brown          1
     15 Mrs I Perry Christine Grant  2
     22 Mrs D Morgan Mr & Mrs I Muir  3
       29 Joan Beattie  4

October      
      6 Mrs A McKelvie Sheena Wright          5
      13 Mrs G McGuire          Moira French    7
      20       Mr & Mrs D Oliphant Wilma ***
      27 Mrs A Craig & Mrs J Davidson Julie Reid 8
   
November
      3 Mrs P McKinlay Glenys Swann 9
     10 Remembrance Sunday Ishbel Thomson 10
     17 The Guild Lydia Ramsay 11     
     24 Mr & Mrs J Thomson Irene Armstrong 12

December
       1 Mr K Staward Janet Brown 1
       8 The Swann Family Christine Grant 2
      15 Mrs Janet Muir Mr & Mrs I Muir 3
      22 Joan Beattie 4
      29 Sheena Wright 5

   St Columba's Parish Church
   Old Aisle Road
      Kirkintilloch
        G66 3HQ

Minister:   Rev. Philip Wright

Telephone:  07427 623393
E-mail: PWright@churchofscotland.org.uk

           

      Secretary:  Miss Janet Brown

         Telephone:  0141 578 0016
   (Monday & Thursday 9am - 12am)
   E-mail:  stcolumbassecretary@outlook.com

  

   Charity No.  SC008735
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Fabric Update
The refurbishment of the COMMITTEE Room has proved to 
be a valuable space for meetings and other uses.

The extensive changes in the LARGE HALL are virtually 
complete and we were fortunate to have received a donation 
for the cost of the new flooring. The decoration and the new 
heating system make a practical difference to the many users 
of the hall.

Work is now underway to upgrade the VESTRY and for the 
refurbishment of the SMALL HALL.

The downstairs LADIES TOILET and the upstairs MENS 
TOILET are in need of total renewal and the Congregational 
Board have decided to hold a GIFT DAY on Sunday 15th 
September in an effort to provide funds for those renewals. 

GIFT ENVELOPES will be available on the day and can be 
used whether donators have Gift Aid or not.

Please ask any member of the Finance Committee or the 
Church Secretary if you have any questions.

The CHURCH OFFICE will also accept gift donations in the 
following weeks of September.

Neil Bathie

From the Manse

It has been a real joy in recent weeks to see so many of us 
able to come together to worship God in the church building 
on a Sunday morning. Even through our masks, it is great to 
sing God’s praise together and to hear one another’s voices! 
Some of us have really appreciated being able now to have a 
cup of tea or a drink of juice through in the Halls after the 
service. 

One of the indirect effects of the coronavirus pandemic has 
been how the various restrictions to our everyday lives have 
made us feel. I suspect that most of us have felt low or down 
at some point over the past 18 months as we have missed 
the company of others. Even now, as restrictions have 
eased, we may still feel discouraged or frustrated because 
life is not yet ‘back to normal’. 

With that in mind, it is worth remembering that God does not 
call us to live isolated but interconnected Christian lives. He 
calls us to be sensitive to one another’s needs. He calls us to 
look for opportunities to encourage one another. The writer of 
the book of Hebrews puts it like this:
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
towards love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another – and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching”. (Hebrews 10:25)

All that said, for some of us it is not easy to get out the house 
to meet with others. Even so, we all have a part to play in 
this great task of encouraging one another. Earlier today, I 
received a text from someone in the congregation to let me 
know they were praying for me. It made my day! It was such 
an encouragement! 



It may be that you can encourage someone by sending a 
text, or a card, or a phone call, or just by asking how they’re 
getting on over a coffee. In whatever way we can, let us 
encourage one another – and all the more as we look 
forward to the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Your minister and friend,

Philip
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50th Anniversary of St Columba’s

As part of our celebrations for the 50th Anniversary of St 
Columba’s we have been holding several special events 
between October 2018 and October 2019.

Most recently, we held a Big Coffee morning on Friday 28th 
June. Many thanks to all who worked hard to put this on and to 
all those who came.

We look forward to the Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir coming to 
St Columba’s at 7:30pm on Saturday 5th October. Tickets, 
priced £5 for adults and free for under 16s, are now available 
from the Church Office. Please do support this event and invite 
family and friends to come along as well.

Our morning service on Sunday 6th October will be an 
Anniversary Service. We will be giving thanks to God for his 
goodness to us as a church over the last 50 years. This is a 
great opportunity to invite friends and neighbours who have 
some connection with St Columba’s and would be glad to 
celebrate this occasion with us.

Philip

 

Deaths 

We have been saddened by the deaths of three of our long-
standing members here at St Columba’s, Edward Rogerson, 
Jean Davidson and Margaret Stewart. We extend our 
sympathy, love and prayers to their families.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
faithful servants.  Psalm 116.15.

Thank You

Margaret Rogerson would like to thank the church family for 
their thoughts, prayers, and cards following the death of her 
beloved husband Edward.
She would also like to thank our minister Philip for his time 
and support.  It meant a lot to the famiy that he interrupted 
his holiday to conduct the funeral service.

Eileen and Russell Logan would like to say thank you for the 
many cards and telephone calls received during lockdown, it 
has been much appreciated.

Wedding Anniversaries

Congratulations to Bill & Janette Wright who celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 10th August 2021.

Congratulations to Muir and Janette Connell who celebrated 
their Golden Wedding on 18th August 2021.
Muir and Janette would like to thank the Tuesday Morning 
Service for the lovely card and plant and also the Church 
family and friends who so kindly sent cards and gifts.

The Church Family 
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We congratulate Church members Ishbel and Jim Thomson of 
37 Market Road who celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
anniversary on 7th September and give them every best 
wishes for the future.

New Chapters
Congratulations to Scott Inglis who has now started his 
Probationary Teaching Year at Bearsden Academy. 

We are also delighted that Rona Thomson has now started a 
Modern Apprenticeship at Glencoe Outdoor Centre. We will 
miss Rona here at St Columba’s, but we do pray this will be 
an exciting new chapter in her life.

  Rona Thomson at Glencoe Centre.

Church Membership

If you would like to discuss membership here at St Columba’s 
please do contact the Minister. 
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Small Group Bible Studies

It has been super to see growing numbers of people taking 
part in Small Group Bible Studies here at St Columba’s over 
the past year. As well as being a great way of studying the 
Bible together, many of us have benefitted from the support 
and encouragement of a small group as we follow Jesus. 
Some of us have made new friends.
This autumn, we are planning a new series of Bible Studies. 
Again, we’ll be using material produced by the Scottish Bible 
Society that many of us have found helpful in recent studies. 
We are looking to study Paul’s First letter to the Corinthians 
together and are aiming to start towards the end of 
September. 
There are several ways in which it is possible for Small 
Groups to meet these days: by Zoom, by phone, in person (in 
a home or in the church halls), or some combination of these. 
Please do let the Minister know as soon as you can if you 
would like to know more about joining a Small Group this 
autumn. It would also be helpful if you could give an indication 
as to how you would be happy to meet (e.g. face to face/
online).  
If you’ve never joined a Small Group before, why not give it a 
try? 

Surrender to God

During the summer, we were most grateful for the ministry of 
Isaac McCleary, Rev David McAdam and Rev Ronnie Craig 
while our own Minister was on holiday. Isaac McCleary, who is 
a Reader at nearby Moodiesburn Parish Church, 
recommended a book called ‘Surrender to God’ by David 
Benner during his sermon on The Prodigal Son while he was 
with us. We are pleased to say we have now got hold of a 
copy of this book. If you would like to borrow it then please 
speak with the Minister.
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Daily Prayer and Bible Readings

We all have great intentions about setting time aside daily 
to read the Bible and take strength and comfort from God's 
word but sometimes life and busyness gets in the way of 
doing just that.

"The Upper Room" is a booklet of biblical readings which 
can help us to focus our minds on setting aside a short 
time each day to read.

One woman who has found strength and comfort from 
doing just that is Christine Moore who told me how 
important the routine of reading daily from "The Upper 
`Room" has become to her.

Christine was diagnosed with osteporosis over ten years 
ago and she works hard at keeping fit. 

"I find that reading The Upper Room every day gives me 
strength and encouragement. As part of my daily routine  
my phsyical exercise includes lifting weights, walking and 
trying to stay active.

My Upper Room books are marked with notes that I can 
turn to when I need support. Some of the readings are 
from the Old Testament and some from the New 
Testament.

I read it in the morning and it is very helpful at keeping me 
positive."

The Upper Room is available at the back of the church or 
you can order a copy from Ian and Marilyn Gibb. 

Margaret Clayton
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Sunday Morning Services at St Columba’s

It has been a real joy for many of us in recent weeks to 
worship together in the church building without having to 
book a place in advance. We’ve also now been able to 
restart serving tea, coffee, juice and biscuits in the Large 
Hall after the morning service and that too is a welcome 
opportunity to share fellowship with one another and offer 
hospitality to visitors.
Whilst at the time of writing the COVID situation in 
Scotland is in a delicate position we are grateful for these 
and other ways in which it is now easier for many of us to 
come together as a church family. 
Given that we are now able to meet in the church building 
in significant numbers, and also given that we can sing 
together, we have decided that rather than continuing with 
putting a separate pre-recorded service online for 10:30am 
on a Sunday morning, we will put a recording of the actual 
service in the church building, online later in the day. We 
hope this will give those who are unable to attend the 
service in the church a greater sense of worshipping God 
alongside those of us in the building. Our aim is to have 
t h i s a v a i l a b l e v i a t h e c h u r c h w e b s i t e , 
www.kirkintillochstcolumbas.org.uk, and also on YouTube 
(search for St Columba’s Church Kirkintilloch) for 7pm on 
the Sunday evening. However, you will understand that this 
may not always be possible if we encounter technical 
difficulties. 
We are hugely grateful to all those who have worked 
tirelessly to make a separate pre-recorded service 
available for well over a year now – our IT/AV/Web Team, 
our Music Team, our Bible Reading Team, and a good 
number of others too. We greatly appreciate their ministry.

9
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Church Prayer Diary

Did you know we have a Church Prayer Diary here at St 
Columba’s? It can be downloaded from the church website, 
www.kirkintillochstcolumbas.org.uk. If you can’t get a copy 
online, Janet Brown our Church Secretary will be able to 
provide a paper copy on request. There is a new edition 
available at the beginning of each month. 

The prayer diary is set out with a prayer topic for each day. 
This may be a prayer request for our local church, for our 
community, for the church across our land, for our 
government and those in authority over us, for the 
worldwide church, or for one of our mission partners at 
home or abroad. It is a great way for us to join in prayer 
together. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears 
are attentive to their prayers. (1 Peter 3:12)

Sunday Club and Bible Class
Now that we are able to meet together in greater numbers, 
it is great to have Sunday Club and Bible Class joining us 
once again as part of the regular Sunday morning service. 
We do appreciate their contribution to our worship together. 
After a well-deserved summer break for leaders and young 
people alike, Sunday Club restarted on Sunday 15th 
August whilst Bible Class resumed on Sunday 29th August. 
We want to say a special thank you to Scott Inglis for his 
service to Sunday Club and Bible Class over the last nine 
years. With Scott recently starting his probationary 
teaching year, he has decided that now is the right time to 
step down from also teaching Bible Class on a Sunday 
morning. We greatly appreciate all that Scott has done for 
our young people through Sunday Club and Bible Class.

Philip Wright
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A Card for every Occasion

As I think of our church family, I am mindful of the many 
varied gifts and skills that you, Lord have given to each 
person.
There are so many opportunities to serve, it is good to 
know that people give freely and willingly of their time and 
resources to further your work.
One of the few ways I have of serving our church is by 
sending notes or cards to people. There are several things I 
consider, so that the message wi l l a lways be 
compassionate.

1).  The person - do I know the person well?
2).  The occasion - good news / unwelcome news / loss of       
      a loved one.
3).  The message - always appropriate to the occasion.
       It may be congratulations / encouragement or support.

Before I put pen to paper, I ask our Lord to be with me and 
guide me in what I think and write. I am always very careful 
as I would not wish to cause offence.

I always include a word from scripture:

        And what does the Lord require of you?
        To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly     
        with your God.
                                                                Micah Ch.6 v8.

We must always remember we are doing the Lord's work.

Margaret Blair
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The Friendship Club

Everyone was delighted to be able to meet for two 
evenings before the summer break.
Circumstances were indeed very different as we were two 
metrs apart and a parent/carer had to remain with each 
member.
However, we had fun miming to our choruses, having 
games with large bricks and coloured cards and as 
always, hearing how God loves us and has been with us 
throughout this strange time.
We had snacks to take home in our special individual 
Friendship Club bags and on our last meeting we went 
outside and blew bubbles to remind everyone that we are 
still at St. Columba's having fun.
Our new session starts on Wednesday 8th September.
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month.

Pat Muir.

Following Jesus Group

Unfortunately this adult group was unable to meet in June. 
We did however, get together in two separate groups.
A few of the girls met at Caulders for tea and cake, while 
the others went indoor bowling from 7 till 7.45pm, after 
which having the cafe area to ourselves, we retired there 
for a drink and a snack - leaving at 9pm!
The group meets for the new session on September 1st. 
We meet on the first Wednesday of each month.

Both groups would welcome new members at any time.

Pat Muir.
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Christian Aid Report Autumn 2021

There is very little to report since the Summer.
It was hoped that if restrictions were lifted the local churches 
would be able to hold the annual Fayre this Autumn.  
However, St. Mary’s halls are not open to outside lets at the 
moment and with Covid numbers rising in Scotland it has 
been decided to put this on hold probably until sometime in 
2022.
With restrictions on numbers that can attend Sunday morning 
services in person easing, we are hoping to organise an 
envelope collection for Christian Aid at St. Columba’s in the 
Autumn.  The envelopes will allow people who are able to do 
so, to also gift aid their donations.
More information on the work of Christian Aid and events 
taking place throughout Scotland can be found on their 
website.
Geraldine Fox.

The Craft Group

Hopefully we will start on Monday, 4 October at 1.30 pm. Due 
to regulations, it would be sensible to bring our own drinks in a 
cup or flask along with our project.

Margaret Rogerson

The Guild

After many months, the Guild is due to restart.  Our first 
meeting will be at 2pm on 21st September 2021, when our 
speaker will be the Rev. Keith Saunders.  A varied programme 
is planned and all members and visitors will be made most 
welcome.

Margaret McCallum
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Remembering Margaret

Sadly Margaret Stewart, who was a founder member of St. 
Columba's, died recently of bowel cancer. Previously Margaret 
won a battle against breast cancer. Her faith and strong spirit 
helped her through the worst days. 
Margaret was known for her cheerful spirit and kindness to 
those in need. Her warm smile was a hallmark of a woman 
who always saw the best in others.
 
Margaret was a member of the Congregational Board for 
many years and as a long time member of the Women's Guild, 
she served five times as President.  She also enjoyed being a 
Sunday School teacher making over a hundred costumes for 
their Nativity plays.
She and her husband Jackie have three children, Victoria, 
Adrian, Margaret and seven beloved grandchildren.
Margaret will be greatly missed by her own family and the 
church family.

Margaret's funeral service will be held in St Columba's on 
Tuesday 14th September at 10.30am. Due to Covid 
restrictions anyone wishing to attend is reqested to check on 
the church website www.kirkintillochstcolumbas.org.uk., where 
information will be published regarding final arrangements.

Margaret Clayton (on behalf of Jackie & Family)
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GUILD SYLLABUS 2019-20

September 10 Welcome back

24 Ramsay Vallance

October 8 Rev P Wright  (music with friends) 

22 Quiz  Night    -  with Allan Geekie

November 5 Melanie Brickley - Women Make 
Heritage!

                  19       The Big Sing with The Singing Group

December  3 Christmas Crafts  

10 Christmas Lunch  -  Kirkintilloch Golf          
Club  

January 7 China Memories - Mrs Sheena 
Robertson 

21 Tales of a Columnist - Mrs Margaret 
Clayton  

February 4 Songs from The Musicals - Mrs Sheena 
Robertson 

18 Keith Saunders   

March 3 Scripture Union - Jackie Ringan   

17 Legal Eagle - Isobel Allan 

31 AGM  1st Class Catering Lunch

Following more than a year of Zoom meetings, everyone 
including officers, boys and parents, were delighted that 
we were able to meet outdoors during May and June.  
Now, after a short period of rest and recuperation over the 
summer, the Company is back with the 2021-22 Session 
getting underway on Friday 3rd September with all 
Sections meeting face-to-face in the church halls.

Any boys who wish to join us will be most welcome.  If you 
are not quite ready to commit, you can come along any 
Friday evening to see what we do and take part in our 
range of activities.
We have four Sections each with broad programmes 
suitable for the different age groups: -

The Anchor Section for boys in P1 - P3 meets 18.15 - 
19.15

The Junior Section for boys in P4 - P6 meets 18.45 - 
20.15

Company Section for boys in P7 - S2 and Seniors for 
boys in S3 - S6 meets 19.30 - 22.00. 

Some Covid restrictions are still in place.  Anyone over 12 
must wear a facemask, regular hand sanitisation is 
encouraged, and parents are not allowed to congregate in 
the vestibule of the halls.

15
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 Sundays at Seven

Many of us appreciated the opportunity to meet together on 
Sunday evenings during the months of May and June when we 
studied the book of Daniel.  We are looking forward to a new 
series of Sunday evening services during the months of October 
and November when we hope to look together at the book of 
Colossians. 
Anyone is very welcome to attend these services – whether you 
are able to get to all of them or can only manage one or two.  All 
‘Sundays at Seven’ evening services take place at 7pm in the 
Small Hall. The series starts on Sunday 6th October and 
finishes on Sunday 24th November. It will be on every Sunday 
apart from Sunday 20th October. Hope to see you there!

Christianity Explored is a way of exploring the best news ever 
heard, and thinking about the big questions of life. Over 7 
sessions in Mark's Gospel, find out more about the life of the 
person at the heart of the Christian faith - Jesus Christ. 
We have now run a number of Christianity Explored groups 
here at St Columba’s. If you would be interested in taking part in 
the next one (daytime or evening) please speak to Philip.   
www.ceministries.org  

Mens Club

Along with all the other church groups we have been unable 
to meet for over a year.  After a telephone poll, our regular 
Monday evening get togethers have been sadly missed by 
the members.  We are planning to commence session 
2021/22 on Monday 4th October at 19.30.
Currently certain measures will be in place, which have been 
agreed with the church's Covid Task Group. These measures 
will be reviewed on an ongoing basis to comply with 
Government recommendations.
The main ones are masks must be worn at all times, unless 
individuals are excempt, and hands must be sanitised when 
entering the building.  Further information will be notified and 
clarified on our opening evening.
Hopefully we will see a good turn out and we encourage 
everyone to please bring along new members.

Very sadly our long serving Chairman Edward Rogerson died 
of bone cancer, which had been diagnosed earlier in the year. 
I spoke with various long term members to get their views on 
Edward and the resounding message that I heard was, "A first 
class gentleman who had everyones welfare at heart."  "He 
did a power of work for the Men's Club, keeping everything 
running smoothly."  "He was a very kind and gentle man who 
drove people to hospital appointments for their treatments."  
"He was a people helper, always cheery and gave his time 
and assistance freely."
He will be sadly missed by Margaret and family, St Columba's 
church family and by the Men's Club.

In the interim I have taken upon myself the mantle of 
temporary chairman until we have an EGM.  So start thinking 
of your proposals for office bearers.

John Clayton (Treasurer)
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Gilbert

For many people, the most familiar ‘face’ of St Columba’s 
church over the years has been that of our church officer 
Gilbert French. He’s often the first person they meet at 
weddings, baptisms and funerals.
Every Sunday morning he’s there making sure everything is 
in order before the congregation arrive.
Gilbert joined St Columba’s church in 1976 and when Hugh 
Semple retired as church officer in 2002 he took over the job 
and still enjoys it.
Gilbert grew up in Glasgow and joined the Boys Brigade in 
Maryhill at the age of 13. He was an elder in Maryhill Parish 
church before moving to Kirkintilloch.  He has also served as 
a Boys Brigade officer for 52 years, becoming heavily 
involved in Battalion work.
He recently retired as Glasgow Presbytery Officer after 21 
years of service.
Gilbert has seen many changes in the life of the Church of 
Scotland over the years.
So what does a a church officer do?
It’s his responsibility to make sure the church is clean, tidy, 
warm and welcoming.
He opens up the church every Sunday morning and brings 
the Bible into the pulpit.
Gilbert has served under three ministers and it is very clear 
from talking to him that he loves the job.
He’s a ‘people’ person with a knack for putting others at their 
ease.
“I like meeting people who come through the door from “all 
airts and pairts” he said and “it’s great when they feel 
comfortable here.”
He is very proud of his wife Moira who has supported him 
loyally throughout the years. 

Maintenance & Painting
A big thank you to all those who have helped with the 
maintenance and painting of the church building and halls 
over the summer months. This is really appreciated and it 
is great to see so much progress.
There will be a need for more painting in some areas of 
our buildings during the year. If you are able to help, 
please contact Moira Laing from the Fabric Team in the 
first instance (see the back page for Moira’s phone 
number). Moira can then discuss with you what you are 
comfortable doing, set you up with the materials you need, 
and arrange a time that is suitable for you and for other  
users of the bulding.
We’re very grateful for whatever help you may be able to 
offer.

Church Flowers
As mentioned in the Summer Magazine, we do appreciate 
having flowers in the sanctuary for the services there week 
by week. We want to say thank you to all those who make 
that possible.
We’re delighted that we’re now able to resume delivering 
the church flowers to folks in the congregation and 
community as a way of expressing our love and care. If 
you were on the rota for providing church flowers before, 
our church secretary, Janet Brown, will be in touch to ask if 
you would like to be part of a new rota running from mid-
September onwards. 
If you’ve not been on the rota for providing flowers before, 
but would like to join it, please speak to Janet directly 
about that.  
Initially, the plan is for the church flowers to be delivered 
by the Minister. However, in due course, we expect to 
reinstate a Flower Delivery Team.



Company Section

At our display in May the main prize winners were:-

Regular Attendance - Pte Liam Ewing, Cpl Dean McAdam, 
Pte Nathan McGhee, Pte Blair Mackay, Pte Cameron 
McNairn, Pte Scott Stewart.

Excellent Attendance - Pte Jackson Coyle, Pte James 
Pepler, Pte Callum Swan.

Cross Country Trophy - Pte Callum Swan.

Best Squad - Squad 2 – Squad Commander Cpl Dean 
McAdam.

Best Recruit - Pte James Pepler.

Best Intermediate - Pte Callum Swan.

Best Senior - Cpl Dean McAdam.

Congratulations to all the prize winners and a thank you to all 
the other members for their contribution over the session.  
Following the display, the boys promoted from the Junior 
Section joined us for a range of activities which we ran 
through June.  These were participation in a football 
tournament organised by Twechar Youth Club, indoor and 
computer games, lawn bowls at Stoneyettes Bowling Club and 
outdoor games in Luggie Park.

Allan Geekie
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Little Fishes Toddler Group
It has been lovely to be back in the halls with many fewer 
restrictions this term (although the toddlers didn’t have to 
social distance anyway- just as well!) The families have 
been so positive and pleased that things are starting up 
again and it has been great to get to know new families 
too. We have adapted again to the new setup and 
enjoying having easier conversations with carers and it 
has been great to have tea and coffee again. 
We have been grateful for generous donations from 
families within the group and also from church members 
and have been able to buy some new toys and sand. We 
have a beautiful new kitchen from Margaret Boyle - thank 
you. 
The team are very grateful for the support and interest of 
the church in all we do. We do ask for your prayers for a 
welcoming, kind and safe environment for the families who 
attend and for the team each week.  
We continue to run on a Friday morning between 10 and 
1130 in the school term times. All are welcome - so if you 
know any mums or dads, grans or grandpas who are 
looking after wee ones then please do contact Gill on 
07934 460 752 or Janet in the Church Office who will 
know if there is a waiting list at the time and will be 
delighted to get in touch with them.  
 https://www.facebook.com/littlefishestoddlergroup/

Gill Wright
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With the help of The Wells Company, we organized a Givings 
Campaign where everyone in the Parish was visited and 
invited to a Family Meal in the High School with the object of 
encouraging people to attend St. Columba’s regularly.  These 
were hugely successful events and enjoyed by everyone.

By this time we had a new Halls Complex to meet the needs 
of our ever growing congregation. This was opened in by the 
then Clerk to the Presbytery of Glasgow, Rev. Andrew Heron, 
a well remembered friend to many of us at St. Columba’s.

Now we have come full circle to our newly refurbished Halls 
which are waiting for the next generation to fill and use as we, 
the first members did.

May they have the pleasure and enjoyment which we had as 
we tried to make St Columba’s a living and welcoming 
Church.

Rena Stewart

Happy memories of St. Columba’s.

Christine Grant joined St Columba’s church in 1975.  She 
taught in the Sunday School and Bible class for 21 years.  
Those were the days when there were dozens of children in 
the Sunday school and at one time 60 of them under five 
years of age!
“It was a wonderful time” she said. “So many new families had 
moved into the area and there was great enthusiasm for 
learning, playing, making new friends.”
Christine was also involved with the Leprosy Mission and the 
Bible class where pupils raised hundreds of pounds over the 
years to help fight leprosy. She’s very pleased that work still 
continues at St. Columba’s.
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The Best of Times / The Worst of Times.

The arrival of an infectious pandemic in our busy, crowded 
world  has presented us with overwhelming  challenges but 
at the same time it has made us stop and think about how 
we live and what we can do to make our corner of this 
world safer and stronger.
Covid is terrifying and its arrival reminds me of the polio 
pandemic of the 195O’s, which brought fear and anxiety as 
it swept through Britain with devastating effects, claiming 
lives and leaving people with long lasting health problems.
No matter how knowledgeable and advanced our world has 
become in the past decades, our frail humanity still 
trembles before the power of a cruel disease which claims 
lives, destroys health and makes us stop and think ‘why?’
Some people have lost family and are struggling to 
understand how they can carry on living without them and 
we find ourselves at times thinking - why God? Why?
Yet the history of the world is littered with the suffering of 
wars, famines, earthquakes and disease. 
Life has never been simple or easy for any generation. The 
year 2021 is not unique with the devastation it has brought.
Will it perhaps inspire a realisation that we cannot survive in 
isolation thinking we know it all?
In our frail humanity we are inter-dependant and the 
preaching of Jesus over 2,000 years ago urged us to reach 
out to each other, to help the needy, the lonely and the sick.
We are God’s children and many times we stray from the 
path He wants us to take. We can be selfish, self centered 
and indifferent. Our faith doesn’t always inform our daily 
living.
Yet the Father who created us and who loves us has never 
given up on even the worst mistakes of mankind. He is with 
us today as He has always been.
He will forgive us and help us if we turn to Him. 
One small step - are we willing to take it?

Margaret Clayton
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   SERVICES

    Sunday Morning Service:  10.30am
              
The Sunday Morning Service is video recorded each week 
and made available on the Church You Tube Channel (search 
for St Columba's Church Kirkintilloch) OR via the church 
website (www.kirkintilloch@stcolumbas.org.uk), usually by 
7pm on the same  day
                       

    Kirkintilloch: St Columba's Parish Church
     "To know Him and make Him known"


